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3. 



If the objections relating to clarity are overcome, 
i.e. if Claim 1 were made to correspond to the newly 
filed Claim 13, the present application might be 
considered to be novel and inventive (PCT Article 
33(2) and (3) ) . 

Document US-A-5 562 626 (Dl), which is the closest 
prior art, corresponds to the' preamble to Claim 1. 

The subject matter of Claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33(2) ) . 

The features of the characterising portion prevent 
the inadvertent release of the locking means. 

The subject matter of Claim 1 is therefore 
considered to involve an inventive step (PCT Article 
33(3)) . 



4 . 



Claims 2-13 are dependent on Claim 1, and therefore 
also meet, as such, the PCT requirements with regard 
to novelty and inventive step. 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 



1- Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 

5.1(a) (ii), the description does not outline the 
relevant prior art set forth in document Dl and 
does not cite this document. 

2. The description does not cite any document 
describing the prior art outlined on page 1 (PCT 
Rule 5. 1 (a) (ii) ) . 

3. The description is not consistent with the claims 
(PCT Rule 5.1(a) (iii) ) . 
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/III. Certain observations on the international application 



r 16 ^^ng observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
Supported by the description, are made: y 



The embodiments of the invention shown in Figures 4- 
7 and in the corresponding pages of the description 
are not covered by the claims. This lack of 
consistency between the claims and the description 
casts a doubt as to the subject matter for which 
protection is sought. The claims are therefore 
unclear (PCT Article 6) . 



In the following expression of Claim 1: "for a pre- 
filled liquid injection syringe comprising a tubular 
body forming a reservoir for the liquid, carrying a 
needle for injecting the fluid and a plunger movably 
mounted in said body between a stand-by position and 
an end of injection position", the syringe and the 
features thereof are not claimed as part of Claim 1. 

Moreover, the other features of Claim 1 and of the 
dependent claims refer to the above-mentioned 
features . 



The term "general", used in Claim 10, is vague and 
ambiguous, and casts a doubt as to the meaning of 
the technical feature to which it refers. Therefore, 
the subject matter of said claim has not been 
clearly defined (PCT Article 6) . 
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